SUN YAT SEN AND THE CHINESE REPUBLIC

name to him. He began to learn some of its songs
and know something of its history. He soon
looked upon it as verily "the land of the free and
the home of the brave/' and his reflections led him
to believe that it was the American sort of law
that China so sorely needed.

He put forth every effort to acquaint himself
with the new scheme of education that was offered
him. Although on the ship he had known some-
thing of what Sunday was for the first time in his
life, it was only at Honolulu that he learned the
real value of the day of rest. Ordinarily, in
China, only the more heavily worked crafts take
days of rest, and they limit these days usually to
not more than two a month, one at the new and
one at the full moon, thus having something of an
irregular, unfixed day of repose every fortnight.
This rule, however, was only casually observed.

The Christian observance of the Sabbath with
its strange church ceremonies was thus at first a
puzzle to him. He took it to be a part of the
whole program of the Law. As has already been
observed, he had had no religious teaching. In
Blue Valley he had never taken any save a con-
temptuous interest in the painted gods of the vil-
lage temple. From his earliest recollections he
had nothing but animadversion for the Northern
Emperor and his two consorts (the three village
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